Daily walk sparks
call for bag ban

DAILY beach walks have convinced
Jill Mclver that there is an urgent
need to ban plastic bags and introduce
a deposit system for cans and bottles.

A president of Mornington Environ-
ment Association Ms Mclver says she
wants to set up a group to specifically
lobby Mornington Peninsula Shire
and the state government to imple-
ment the bans.

“Nearly all states have introduced
such measures, as have many coun-
tries, with successful programs elimi-
nating plastic from the environment.

“With an ever growing tourism
route measures need to be taken to
stop the excess rubbish here,” she
said. :

Ms Mclver, who has lived on the
peninsula for 26 years, said every day
when she walked along the foreshore
she was confronted with litter, plastic
and bottles.

“Rubbish seems to be an increasing
problem in our society; everything
seems to be able to be thrown away
and not easily reusable,” she said.

“QOur waterways increasingly strug-
gle to cope with excess pollutants.
For the future of our children, grand-
children and eco system I believe [the
ban] would be a major step in not
only reducing landfill, but enhanc-
ing our lifestyles and educating our
population.” .

Ms Meclver said the Queensland-
based Boomerang Bags website is a
proactive attempt to reduce litter.

Mornington Environment Asso-
ciation members will meet at Tanti
Creek car park, Mills Beach, near the
bridge, for their Clean Up Australia
Day activities, 9.30-11.30am, Sunday
5 March.
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