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Mornington 

Environment  

Association  caring for our local environment 

NEWS 

Strattons Lane Follow-up Planting 

Tanti Creek Friends (TCF) is    
working with Mornington Peninsula 
Shire to improve the  appearance of 
Strattons Lane.   We have been 
converting several lawn areas along 
the path into native            gar-
dens.  We  also expect that the 
plantings will reduce the incidence 
of graffiti in the area. 

The inaugural planting was held on 
7

th
 July 2020. G. J. Gardner Homes 

(Mornington) assisted with the  
funding of plants under their 15 
Trees initiative. The plants have 
thrived and on 19

th
 May 2021 we 

teamed up again for another planting day.  

Infill and extension planting increased vegetation density and species diversity. The 205 plants 
included some less common species including Parrot-peas (Dillwynia), Bulbine lilies, Purple 
Flags (Patersonia), Bush-peas (Pultanaea) and Creeping Bossiaea.   

We received lots of positive feedback from local residents using the path. They commented on 
how much the plantings had improved the attractiveness of the lane. The plantings are really  
starting to bloom following good rain and sunny days. Take a walk!     Martin Lenard  TCF. 

President’s Message 

How encouraging it is to feel the warmth of the Spring!               
Members tell me there are greenhoods (native orchid) shooting 
up in their garden. It affirms that spring is here! Hooray!  Look 
out for orchids on your bushwalks too, but remember that       
Victorian wild orchids are protected.  Picking them is prohibited. 
They like damp sheltered coastal areas. Take time to enjoy    
them and all the spring colour we are seeing in such abundance.  

BALLOONS. Please note that releasing helium balloons is 
now illegal. Please spread this news far and wide.  Balloon      
debris is constantly being collected from the foreshore by our 
members.  Our main concern is for the damage and death 
caused to seabirds and other marine creatures by balloons. We 
applaud the EPA for this law which sees individuals fined $991 
and companies $4956 for releasing balloons.  A win for our   
wildlife. 

I sincerely thank members for their work as a MEA contributor 
within the restrictions of our long lockdown.  Take care as you 
await  the opening up, “to the new normal” contact with family, 
friends and the community.    Margaret Howden. President. 

CONTENTS   

President’s  Message  1 

Strattons Lane           

Progress  
1 

AGM Notice  2 

Impacts of MEA Works 3 

Blue Pincushion  4 

Work on Red Bluff  5,6,7 

Daangean Turtles 

Recycle Guide  info. 

8  

MEA  Contacts  8 



Mornington Environment Association Inc.                                                               Newsletter  No. 12      Spring  2021              2 

 

NOTICE OF  

 Mornington Environment Association Inc. (MEA) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Notice is hereby given that the 2021 Annual General Meeting of MEA  

on 

  Thursday 4th November 2021, commencing at 7:00PM by ZOOM  

                                                      Agenda 

1. Minutes of the last AGM  -  2020 Annual General Meeting  
2. Annual Report  

3. Financial report in respect of the year ended 31 May 2021  

4. Election of Executive Committee members  

5. Election of Ordinary Committee members 

6. General business – only matters for which prior notice has been received will be 
considered. 

7. Close of meeting  

Please note: 

Nominations for Executive and Ordinary Committee positions are invited from members.  

 (All Committee positions are deemed vacant at the commencement of the AGM until                  
new members are elected during the meeting.)  

Nomination forms and proxy vote forms may be obtained from:-  

MEA Secretary,  morningtonea@gmail.com     

or phone Margaret Howden  0414641999 

Completed forms must be returned to the Secretary:-  

morningtonea@gmail.com   

 or posted to MEA,  PO Box 580,  Mornington,  Vic 3931 

 

Nominations, proxies and requested General Business matters must be received 
by the Secretary no later than 4:00pm on 20 October 2021.   

                                                                                                         Secretary  Ann Robb  1st Oct 2021 
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COMMENT mutual respect of public  space  for all ? Bike jumps, Cubbies and  our  Bushland  

COVID 19 is keeping our kids home and maybe 

bored. It’s natural for them to want to get out 

and do something.  Riding their bikes and 

getting out in the bush are healthy activities.  

However these days they could never be       

described as passive recreation.  Bikes have fat 

tyres and require bush tracks and jumps.      

Cubbies need  substantial walls and roofs, and 

couches.  

Unfortunately there is no longer the scrubby 

vacant block up the corner, or the disused 

market garden to visit. Our precious  reserves 

and natural areas across the Peninsula are    

becoming riddled with new tracks, jumps and 

cubbies that literally spring up overnight. In 

some areas this is not a big problem, but in 

some of our more valuable reserves close to  

residential areas significant damage is  being 

done. 

Clearing vegetation with saws,  excavating big 

holes, building dirt mounds and constructing 

substantial cubbies requires much effort. The 

finished product is a work of art and worthy of 

immense pride.  However when the track has 

been cut through an area undergoing         

bushland regeneration and the roof of the   

cubby is lined with plant guards, stakes and 

saplings pulled out of the ground, it is           

understandable that Friends Groups become 

very frustrated!  We are working with the 

Shire to address problems such as these. We 

welcome community suggestions and invite  

youth and their parents to help with           

workable ideas.  

 

Bike track diggings at Red Bluff, Mornington        

Jumps constructed using earth-moving equipment, Mount Martha 

 
What’s to be done?  It’s great to see teenagers up and active rather than sitting in litter-swamped 

hangouts.  But we need to identify the areas where these activities are acceptable, then embark on a 

community engagement exercise so that youths and their parents know where it’s good to go and why 

other areas are off-limits.    Marty Lenard,  “Tanti Creek Friends”.  
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Blue Pincushion   Brunonia australis     

The Blue Pincushion is an attractive  flowering 

herb which is widespread throughout Australia 

except on the tropical north coast. It grows in 

open forest and heathland and will tolerate many 

soils and aspects. It flowers in late spring and 

can be seen in many parts of the Mornington 

Peninsula. If you take the walk from Seawinds to 

Waterfall Gully you will see it growing beside the 

track. It is unusual in that it is the only species in 

the genus and family.    

It was first described scientifically by Robert Brown, the Scottish botanist who came into Port   

Phillip Bay with Matthew Flinders in January 1804 and climbed Arthur’s Seat. It likes moist       

well-drained soil. Often short-lived in cultivation, it makes an excellent container plant. Treat it as 

an annual and collect seeds to replant. It is one of my favourite wildflowers so I wrote this ode to  

celebrate it.  - Janet Limb  “MEA member.” 

BLUE PINCUSHION  

Basal rosettes of hairy leaves, oblanceolate 

Sage-green and silky, pushing through wiry grass 

In comely clusters near the upland path, 

Promising sea-blue snatches for a summer day. 

Sessile flower heads come to bloom on slender stem, 

Massed tiny tubes all whorled with villous bracts. 

And five fine stamens, which extend 

Like pins from a pin pad, hoping to attract 

The zealot bees who hover round. 

Brunonia australis, named for Robert Brown 

The quiet Scot. He clambered from Port Phillip shore 

recording specimens never scribed before. 

A Linnaean exercise in scholarly power 

Enhancing the complex beauty of the flower.  By Janet Limb 

 

GLOSSARY:   oblanceolate:  like a lance, with narrow end at base of leaf   

         sessile: stalkless  

       bract: modified leaf at base of flower stalk,     

       villous: covered with long soft hairs 
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Photo above shows a hard working MEA Friend raking over the area cleared and removing 

small pieces to the mulch pile. Thanks Jenny Lenard.  Below, cut tea tree piled ready for 

mulching.      

 

When you walk on Red Bluff…... 

 

You may notice  that a lot of the 

tea tree in the centre of Red 

Bluff was cut and  removed by 

our contractors, Naturelinks, in 

July. Though tea tree should be 

growing on the sea foreshores 

and seaward side of Red Bluff, 

it was invading all the grassy 

woodland and preventing  

restoration in the centre and          

Esplanade sides. The photo 

shows piles of tea tree along 

the track, ready for mulching.  

If you are out and about and think 

there is something that the Shire 

should know, see, or act on, then  

your  smart phone can provide an 

easy and  effective link to the Penin-

sula Shire Offices. 

This  kind of  reporting to Shire is 

empowering  people from our      

community to be actively engaged in      

caring for this district.            

Your neighbours will 

thank you and the 

Shire will too.  

 

SNAP  SEND  SOLVE  APP 
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Australian Swamp rat;    

This protected species has made a  
comeback during the quiet months of 
lockdown and can be seen often as 
you walk the tracks close to the sea 
and around Mornington district.  They 
are  smaller and more  rounded than 
Black rats (feral), with  shorter tail, and 
likely to be seen in daylight. They live 
in  numerous       tunnels and these 
can be seen on Red Bluff. They       
provide a vital ecological function as 
their poo spreads the mycorrhizal    
fungi needed by the roots of many  
indigenous plants. They also eat roots 
and seeds of native plants during  
summer months, and insects in winter.  

 

Swamp rat images: 

Top          courtesy Victorian Museum.  

Below      MEA member Ann Robb 

The Bay side of Red Bluff has beautiful flowering Climbing Clematis September 2021 

photo below.  
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Planting on Red Bluff  

May 2021  

Esplanade side 

Planted in May and on the          

esplanade side, they are struggling 

to cope with the rain, cold, possibly 

poor soil, and weed invasion– the 

next photo shows some progress 

but not much in September!  

Red Bluff  

same site September 2021.  

  by  Jan Oliver,   Mills Beach Friends 

Shire Hall Path clean up site   -   Below    
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You too can be involved  
If you would like to join us,    membership 
forms are available on the web site.                          
 
 Fees are: Family $15; Single $10 
 
Email— morningtonea@gmail.com  
Please include your contact number.  

WORKING BEES 

 www.morningtonenviro.org.au 

 morningtonea@gmail.com 

 PO Box 580 Mornington 3931 

 Monthly meetings 
7:00PM  1st Thursdays  Feb. – Dec.  

President:    

 Margaret Howden  0414 641 999 

Secretary:      

 Ann Robb mornintonea@gmail.com 

Treasurer : 

 Martin Lenard    0427 888 712 

Tanti Creek Friends:    

 Martin Lenard    0427 888 712 

 tanticreekfriends@gmail.com 

Mills Beach Friends: 

   Brian Burrows  
 millsbeachfriends@gmail.com  

Fisherman’s Beach:  

  Peter Deerson   0401 584 792 
  pdeerson@netscape.net  

Beleura Cliff Path Friends: 

Peter Nicholson  0400 326 306 

beleuracliffpath@gmail.com 

 

 

Volunteers meet to work and care for the  following areas:  see left 

side of this page for contacts details:  

Tanti Creek  -  Last Tuesdays of the month         9:30—11:30    contact 

Martin                                     

Mills Beach - 3rd Sunday or Monday of the month    9:30—11:30  

contact Brian  

Beleura Cliff Path varied sessions                            9:30 –11:30  contact 

Peter Nicholson 

Fishermen’s Beach  last Thursdays of the month  9:00 - 11:00 contact 

Peter Deerson 

Contact Us:  

Extract from the recent Devilbend Foundation News.   It invites you to participate in Turtle protection.   

The Daangean Turtles  

 Turtle Project is a broad citizen-science community project that DFI / FOD supports. We encourage      
others to become involved: it provides a fantastic opportunity to make a real impact on turtle habitat and 
protection. For more information on how to be involved, contact the Daangean Turtle Project coordinator 
Hansi Wegner at  thecrewatdaangean@gmail.com, or devilbendfoundation@gmail.com and we will be 
happy to pass on your details.  

24 hour Cat Curfew continues…..     

Mornington Peninsula Shire has a 24-hour cat curfew.  Cats must be restricted to the owner's property at 
all times.  Contact the Shire website for further information under the heading  WANDERING CATS.  

Mornington Peninsula Shire 

Waste & Recycle Guide.   

Because by sorting well, our          

recyclable items can be made into 

new products.   

You can to download a comprehensive two 
page colour coded guide from the Shire 
web site. The chart helps us to sort           
domestic waste and recycling into the right 
bins.  


